MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF RICHLAND
PLANNING BOARD

Date: Monday July 19, 2021

Place: H. Douglas Barclay Courthouse

Board members present: Acting Chairman Joe McGrath, David Scott (7:50), Brian
Leary, and Alternate Craig Sternberg.

Others in attendance: John Howland CEQ/ZEO, Jeremy Karpt and John Miller.
Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm with Acting Chairman
leading the pledge of allegiance.

Public Hearing for special permit & site plan application # 21-44 & 21-45 submitted
by John Miller 6730 St. Rt. 3 for a retail sale/retail service business. A motion was
made by Leary and 2" by Sternberg to open the public hearing. No one spoke
regarding the application so a motion by Leary 2" by Sternberg to close the public
hearing. Mr. Miller explained that he sells and repairs leather goods and feed.
Sternberg requested that the site plans submitted are more professionally drawn.
The board would request that the design and installation of signs are made of
better quality. Leary made a motion and Sternberg 2" to approve of the special
permit. All members in favor. A motion was made by Sternberg and 2™ by Leary to
approve the site plan with the condition that 1 ADA parking spot is added to the
parking area. All members in favor.

Next item was special permit and site plan application #21-31 & 32 submitted by
Omni-Navatis for Dean & Toni Nicholson 1527-66 Co. Rt. 28. Before the board
continued with the next item acting chairman Joe McGrath would like to read a
letter to the planning board members and have it submitted as part of the minutes.
(See attached letter) Jeremy Karpt- representative of Omni-Navatis explained to
the board that their company would like to construct a 5 MW commercial solar
farm at the Nicholson farm off VanAlstyne Dr. Mr. Karpt explained that the
proposed application will be completely in compliance with the new local law
regulating solar farms. Acting chairman McGrath asked what the difference was
from 2 months ago and tonight with the application. The moratorium was lifted,
and the local law was filed with the State on Friday July 16" but a receipt of its filing
was not recorded with the clerk’s office as of tonight’s meeting. Therefore, the local



law for solar is not in effect as of tonight’s meeting. The board competed the SEQR
long form and by motion from Sternberg and 2™ by Leary the board declared a
negative declaration for the SEQR. All members in favor. Motion Sternberg and 2™
Leary to deem application complete and schedule a public hearing for August 16,
2021. All members in favor.

Next item was an amended site plan # 20-70 submitted by Blue Sky Towers for the
cell tower located at the Joe Harris property at 4551 St. Rt. 13. The contractor
submitted a curb cut application to the DOT but was denied because the State did
not want to allow a 2" driveway to the same property. The new site plan shows
the driveway coming in off the existing driveway to the Harris property and then
cutting over to the area where the cell tower is to be constructed. Motion
Sternberg and 2" Leary to approve the amended site plan. All members were in
favor.

The board had a long discussion on RV’s . The board feels that the zoning law needs
to be addressed and changed to address the issues that the town has with RV's.
The biggest issue is how to regulate and how to enforce any new laws.

Next item was a review of the June 21, 2021 minutes. A motion by Leary and 2" by
Scott to approve the minutes. All member in favor. A motion by Scott and 2" by
McGrath to adjourn at 9:05 pm. All members in favor.
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